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Biographic Data on General Valentin Antonovich Penkovskly

Date and Place of Birth

1904, in Belorussia,
Pamily

His family was of the pre-revolutionary Russian nobility, He is the younger
brother of Florian Antonovich Penkovekiy, a welleknown end wealthy judge from
Stavropol who is the grandfather of Cole Oleg Penkovskiy., Thus, General Valentin
Ponlkovekiy 1s Col., Penkovekiy's great-uncle, General Penkovskly is marrled and
has one son. .

Hi B*:_P.EZ

Tn 1919 he began to work on the Soviet railways. Jn 1920 he entered the
Soviet Army, and made a career of military gervice, He became an officer, erd
had risen to the command of a PVO (enti-aircraft) regiment in the Far East vhen
the great purges started in 1937, Eocause he was from a noble fenily, he wao
arrosted and imprigoned during the purge pericd of 1937=39. However, he was
rolcaged when Vorld War II began, and resumed services Ho became a division
cormmender, then became Chief of Staff of the 21lst Army for the remainder of the
var, After VeE, Day he was sent to the Far East for the brief cempaign azainct
+he Japanese Kwantung Army, and remainsd as Chisf of Staff of the Far Fast
Military District, under the comand of Malinovskiy, Vhen lMarchal Malinovekly
hecame HMinister of Defense, General Penkovskly bocame cormander of the Fer East ¥D,
Then, in the fall of 1961, he becams cormander of the Balorussian Military Disteict,
and so far as is lmown still holds this position. His renk is General of th2
AI"I&Y. *

Party History
Ia became a member of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1926, He
i3 a member of the Central Committee of the Belorussian Commmnist Party, and

a candidate member of the Central Commlittee of the Commmnist Party of the Soviet
Union. He is a delegate to the Supreme Soviet from Vitebsk Oblasts
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